“I want to make a difference
for future generations”
Leaving a gift in your Will

Introducing Brendoncare
Brendoncare is a registered charity which
provides high standards of care through
its 10 care centres across the south of
England. We provide financial support to
those who cannot afford the full cost of
that care, with our ‘Care for Life’ promise,
offering security and peace of mind
to our residents and their families.

Brendoncare also runs numerous
friendship and wellbeing clubs providing
fun, friendship and stimulation for older
people. We provide a hardship fund for
older people who simply cannot afford
to get to our clubs, meaning nobody is
excluded, whatever their financial situation.

“As a firm supporter of Brendoncare and,
perhaps more importantly, someone who
is approaching later life, I am increasingly
aware of the future and the uncertainty
that lies ahead. I do not know whether
I will need care and support, but it is
reassuring to know that Brendoncare will
be there to support me - whether I choose
to remain independent in my own home
or find myself in need of full time care.
I want to thank you for your interest in
leaving a gift in your Will to Brendoncare.
This is a very special way to support our
work and help ensure that Brendoncare
builds a positive future for older
people in generations to come.
I hope you find this booklet inspiring and
that it answers any questions you may
have about leaving a gift in your Will.
If you do have further queries though,
and would like to speak to someone in
confidence, a member of our Fundraising
Team would be happy to help.”

Joe MacHale, Chair of Trustees
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“Standards of care for
older people in the UK
have come under some
intense scrutiny in recent
times, and rightly so.
I want to ensure that, when
the time comes, I will
receive high quality care
in a friendly, homely and
supportive environment
where I can live with the
peace of mind that I will
be properly cared for. I’m
glad that Brendoncare is
different and that’s why I
choose to support them.”

Brendoncare believes
older people deserve better
We are living in an ageing society. The number of over 85s in the UK is set to double
in the next 20 years and nearly treble in the next 30, as we continue to live for longer.
As we get older changes in circumstances
can mean we suddenly find ourselves
alone. Loneliness and social isolation can
have a devastating impact on our health
and wellbeing. Recent research has shown
that 10 percent of over 65’s in the UK say
they feel lonely most or all the time.

Brendoncare operates 10 care centres
for physically and mentally frail older
people across the south of England, and
a network of over 70 social and wellbeing clubs which tackle social isolation.

In order to continue to support our
growing, ageing population it is vital
for Brendoncare to expand to meet
the demands of the future. We cannot
do this without your support.

Daughter of a Brendoncare resident

Brendoncare believes older people deserve better 6

“I’ve always received a warm
welcome and been made to
feel special by my friendship
club. I enjoy chatting to the
other members and I’m so
grateful for the time that
the volunteers give to the
club. This is why I’ve chosen
to show my appreciation to
Brendoncare by pledging to
leave them a gift in my Will.”

A gift in your Will
Leaving a gift in your Will to Brendoncare is a very special
way of supporting the future needs of older people.
We understand that writing your Will
requires careful thought and consideration.
Your primary concern will be ensuring your
family and loved ones are taken care of first.

A gift in your Will to Brendoncare is another
way of looking after the people you care
about – ensuring they are looked after
when they get older. It is also a wonderful
way to support older people who you’ll
never meet - because you understand the
importance of providing older people with
the respect and dignity they deserve.

Almost a quarter of all Brendoncare’s
donations come from gifts made in Wills.
It is a vital source of our voluntary income.
We receive gifts of all sizes however, your
individual gift does not have to be large
at all. You can be assured that a gift of
any size in your Will, be it £20, £200 or
£20,000, will be put to excellent use.

George, 82, member at a
Brendoncare Friendship Club
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Our Care Centres
A gift in your Will could help to fund one of our vital care centre projects,
such as our project to improve dementia care.
Improving the quality of life for our
residents is at the heart of what we do.
Creating a high-quality sensory environment
for residents living with dementia is
just one example. The project involves
improvements to the gardens with raised
flower beds filled with herbs and flowers,
patio areas for residents to sit out and
enjoy the sunshine, and outdoor activities.

Indoor spaces will also be transformed with
murals, specialist signage, an ‘old tearoom’
feel to our dining rooms, and lounges with
specialist dementia activity equipment.
A gift in your Will of £26,000 could fund
such a project at one of our Care Centres.

Our Clubs
Brendoncare Friendship and Wellbeing Clubs provide
a lifeline for many older people who live alone and
would otherwise be isolated in their own home.

Choose where
your money goes
You can choose to leave your gift to a specific
Brendoncare Home or Club. Alternatively
you can leave your gift to our discretion to
use it in the area where we need it most.

At Brendoncare we raise voluntary
income to cover the Clubs’ running costs
so members can continue to have this
vital contact and link with society. A gift
in your Will could help fund additional
activities for our members. A gift of
£5,000 will help us to deliver a series of
special tea parties across all our clubs.
They have ranged from Christmas parties,
to jubilee parties to ‘Tea at The Ritz’, with
lovely food and entertainment and a gift to
take home – all of which have really given
our club members something special to look
forward to. One lady described an event as
“the best afternoon I’ve had all year”.
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“Tuesday is my day, the best
day of the week. I now
have people to speak to
and this means the world
to me. No longer do I feel
isolated and so alone, I
am back in the land of the
living. I just wanted to let
you know how much my life
has changed since I joined
Brendoncare. I thank you
all and your charity from
the bottom of my heart.”
Jean Gell, member at Brendoncare
Winton Friendship Club

Types of gift
There are different ways of leaving a gift in your Will.
The most common types are as follows:
Pecuniary

Residuary

Specific

A pecuniary gift is a specified amount
of money. For example a gift of £20,
£200 or £200,000 might be written
into your Will. A pecuniary gift will
not hold its value with inflation so we
recommend that it is index linked.

A residuary gift is a share, or all, of the
remaining estate once the payment of
any debts, pecuniary gifts and funeral
costs have been accounted for. A share
may be detailed as a percentage or
fraction – for example 25% of the residue
or a ¼. A residuary gift will hold its value
along with inflation over the years.

A specific gift refers to a named item
– for example a piece of jewellery,
an item of furniture or a painting.

If you have already
written your Will…
You can still make room in your Will for a
pecuniary or a specific gift for Brendoncare
by adding a codicil to an existing valid
Will. Please read the codicil form and
guidance notes at the back of this booklet
if you wish to include a gift in this way.
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Things to consider
There are many reasons why it is important to make a Will:
Reassurance
A Will is the only way you can be sure that
your money and possessions will go to
the people and causes you care about.

Making it simple
for your loved ones
It is important that you get the advice
of a solicitor or legal professional to
write your Will to ensure that it is valid
and that your wishes are carried out in
full. Many people avoid using a solicitor
as they think it will be too expensive –
however, it is more affordable than you
might think. A single Will can cost as
little as £80. Furthermore, the legal costs
to your relatives can be much greater if
you have not left a clear and valid Will.

Saving on Inheritance Tax
If you don’t leave a Will, you may have
to pay unnecessary tax on some of your
estate, especially Inheritance Tax (IHT). But,
with a carefully planned Will, it might be
possible to reduce this. Furthermore, leaving
a gift to Brendoncare in your Will might
ensure that your IHT is reduced further.
Any estate which leaves at least 10% of its
taxable wealth to a charitable cause will
be entitled to a reduced rate in IHT, from
its normal level of 40% down to 36%.
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Next steps
If you’ve decided and you’re ready to leave a gift in your
Will to Brendoncare the process is very straightforward.
1. Find a solicitor
The Law Society will help you find a
reputable solicitor in your area. Either visit
their website www.solicitorsonline.co.uk
or call them on 020 7242 1222.

2. Prepare for your
meeting with the solicitor
You can help to make the meeting
with your solicitor more simple by
doing a little planning in advance:
• C onsider which individuals and charities
you would like to benefit from your estate.

• T hink through what assets make
up your estate and make a list – for
example savings in a bank account,
property, possessions and shares.
• C onsider who you would like to
appoint Executors of your estate
in the event of your death.

3. Ensure your
wording is correct

4. Tell us
If you choose to leave a gift in your Will to
Brendoncare, you do not have to tell us, but
it will help us to make plans for the future
if you do. At the back of this booklet you
will find a Pledge Form. We would be very
grateful if you could complete and return
this to us, to inform us of your wishes.

When leaving a gift to Brendoncare, to
ensure we use it for the purposes for
which you have intended, you will need to
ensure the correct wording is used in your
Will. When you are ready, please contact
us for help with the correct wording.
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“I’m very happy to leave
a gift to Brendoncare in
recognition of the generous
Care for Life facility, which
enabled Dad to stay to the
end of his life. All told, I
think the very best was
achieved to maintain his
peace of mind and care.”
Daughter of a Brendoncare resident

FAQ’s
I can only afford to leave
a small amount in my
Will. Is it worth it?
Brendoncare will be grateful for your gift,
whatever the size. Every gift made to
Brendoncare is of huge value to the work
that we do and you can be assured that
older people will benefit, whether your
gift is under £200 or over £2million!

What happens if my
circumstances change or
I change my mind after
I’ve written my Will?
We understand that things change over
time that will mean you want to alter your
Will - for example, a bereavement or the
arrival of a new grandchild. We recommend
that your Will is reviewed every 2-5 years
to ensure it is up to date at the time of
your death. If you decide to change the
value of your gift to Brendoncare you do
not need to inform us, but it will help us to
keep our plans up to date on the difference
we can make to older people’s lives.

I don’t understand all the
legal jargon regarding gifts
in Wills. Can you help?
Legal wording can seem daunting and
be confusing. We have produced a
simple ‘jargon buster’ covering all the
commonly used words and phrases
you might come across. This can be
downloaded from our website or by
contacting the fundraising team. Contact
details are at the end of this booklet.
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Further information
If you would like any further information,
or have questions that are not answered in
this booklet, you are welcome to contact
Brendoncare in confidence. We are not
solicitors or legal advisors but we can
answer general queries about Will making
and point you in the right direction. We
will be happy to help in any way we can.
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Call the Fundraising Manager
on 01962 852133 or email
fundraising@brendoncare.org.uk
More information is also
available on our website at
www.brendoncare.org.uk/legacies

Thank you to everyone who has provided photographs
and testimonials for this publication. Your support is
very much appreciated. Some names and details have
been changed to protect the identities of individuals.
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